
Highlights: 

• Discover the charms of the South Pacific in the Society Islands and Cook Islands on a luxury ship with 
Polynesian flair – the intimate m/s Paul Gauguin. 

• The secluded “Garden Island” of Huahine, with its lush rainforests and crystal-clear lagoons; a memorable 
day on Motu Mahana, Paul Gauguin Cruises’ own private slice of paradise; magical and rugged Moorea. 

• The incredibly clear waters of the Aitutaki lagoon and the magnificent silhouette of Rarotonga in the 
Cook Islands. 

• Two full days in the quintessential Pacific paradise of Bora Bora; marvel at towering Mount Otemanu, 
snorkel in sapphire lagoons, or get a bird’s-eye view of the island with a scenic helicopter ride. 

• Enjoy the Romantic music delights of Gauguin’s time such as Saint-Saëns, Debussy and Bizet with your 
hosts, violinist Kai Gleusteen and pianist Catherine Ordronneau. 

CLASSICAL SOUTH PACIFIC
on the m/s Paul Gauguin 
Tahiti – Huahine – Cook Islands – Bora Bora – Taha’a – Moorea

January 13–24, 2024 (12 days)

SPECIAL TRAVEL INTERNATIONAL
4603 Main Street, Vancouver, BC  V5V 3R6, Canada
Tel: 604-291-1332 or 1800-665-0998 Fax: 604-291-1378
Email: sti@sticanada.com  website: www.sticanada.com

Kai Gleusteen & Catherine Ordronneau m/s Paul Gauguin 

PG Cruises Floating Bar, Motu Mahana 



A WORD FROM SPECIAL TRAVEL

Dear Traveller(s), 

We are excited to add a 
wonderful destination to 
our Classical Music travel 
programme.

Many of us are now ready 
to pack a suitcase, head out 
the door and fly to an exotic 
destination with a favourable 
climate, allowing us to take in 
plenty of vitamin D. Why not 

add some wonderful classical music on top of that? 

Our hosts, Kai Gleusteen, concertmaster at the Liceu Opera 
Barcelona, and acclaimed pianist Catherine Ordronneau, will be 
our charming on board artists on this cruise through the South 
Pacific. The music programme will be adapted to the exotic locale. 

The m/s Paul Gauguin is the perfect home base for this tour. The 
cruise line only operates one ship and they truly are the ultimate 
experts when it comes to the South Pacific. This 12-day voyage 
will be a great introduction to the culture, people and food of 
Tahiti, the Society Islands and Cook Islands.  

You might want to extend the experience with extra nights in 
Tahiti prior to or after the cruise. 

The combination of Polynesian culture, tropical waters, 
spectacular landscapes and wonderful music will offer an 
experience you will never forget. We look forward to having  
you join us! 

Gery Valtiner

Programme Director

Since 1999 when they first began to work together, Kai Gleusteen 
and Catherine Ordronneau have established themselves as one 
of the most important European violin and piano duos. Having 
performed more than 100 recitals in Europe, Canada and the USA, 
they are praised for their unique partnership, “playing under the 
control of a single intelligence”, and for the emotional power of 
their interpretations. 

Recent projects include touring the USA in performance with 
the St. Louis Symphony Orchestra, recitals in both Chicago and 
San Francisco, a 21-concert tour of China, a gala concert in the 
prestigious Hôtel de Ville of Paris and active participation in the 
Kaimerata Festivals in Spain and Canada. 

Their repertoire encompasses most of the great sonatas for violin 
and piano – including complete Beethoven sonatas and Brahms 
sonatas – as well as a myriad of short pieces representing the 
countries where they perform. They have recorded extensively on 
the AVIE label. 

GLEUSTEEN-ORDRONNEAU DUO

NOTES FROM YOUR HOSTS

The Gleusteen-Ordronneau Duo on stage

Classical music is not often associated with Tahiti and the South 
Pacific. Yet, if the three B's of classical music – Bach, Beethoven 
and Brahms – could be enhanced by the three B's of Tahiti – Bora 
Bora, beaches, "bonne bouffe" (great food)... or is that five? – who 
could complain? Add in some delicious French bubbly and the 
soothings sounds of Saint-Saëns, Debussy and Bizet, and you have 
the formula for a perfect holiday. 

An escape to the tropics will do wonders to our morale and 
physical health. For Catherine and me, the thoughts of sailing the 
waters of the South Pacific while getting a much-needed dose 
of vitamin D, sharing sensational sights and succulent seafood 
among a small, select society, will carry us through the year.  
Won't you join us? 

Kai Gleusteen & Catherine Ordronneau 



m/s PAUL GAUGUIN  504’ x 72’ 

Designed specifically to sail the shallow waters of the South 
Pacific islands, the m/s Paul Gauguin carries 330 fortunate 
guests to intimate ports inaccessible to larger ships, all the while 
providing a luxurious travel experience. On board, guests enjoy 
newly-decorated spacious suites and staterooms, three dining 
venues, an extensive spa, a watersports marina and five-star 
service. Life on the Gauguin also reflects the beauty and rich 
cultural heritage of the islands she calls upon, with a warm, 
friendly feel and informal setting, guest lecturers and naturalists, 
and a beloved troupe of local entertainers – Les Gauguines. 

FACILITIES: The m/s Paul Gauguin features spacious outdoor 
decks with a pool, a fully-equipped fitness centre, spa & 
beauty services, a book library open 24 hours a day, a duty-
free shop, laundry services, free Wi-Fi throughout the ship and 
complimentary 24-hour room service. The watersports marina 
offers complimentary kayaking and paddleboarding, and Zodiacs® for optional dive excursions. Guests have access to two exclusive 
retreats – Motu Mahana, off the coast of Taha’a, and an exclusive private beach on a motu off the coast of Bora Bora. 

DINING: All meals on board are included and complimentary wines, beers, spirits and soft drinks are offered in each dining venue, 
lounge and bar. The Paul Gauguin features a choice of three restaurants for a five-star culinary adventure. The main dining room, 
L'Etoile, offers expertly-prepared dishes paired with wines every evening. La Veranda serves award-winning chef Jean-Pierre Vigato's 
gourmet cuisine al fresco. A more casual experience is available at Le Grill. 

SUITES & STATEROOMS: Nearly 70% of the 165 suites and staterooms have private balconies, and all feature an ocean view, 
temperature control, queen-size bed (a limited number can have twin bed configuration), bathroom with full-size bathtub and shower, 
bathrobes, slippers, hair dryer, TV, CD/DVD player, personal safe and a refrigerator stocked with soft drinks. Suites and staterooms 
category B and above feature butler service, in-suite bar setup, and iPod® music system. 

m/s Paul Gauguin, Bora Bora 

Balcony Pool deck Fish dish at L’Etoile

Floating Bar, Motu Mahana Les Gauguines Veranda Stateroom, Cat. B 



ITINERARY

Day 1 / Sat, Jan 13:  EMBARKATION IN PAPEETE, TAHITI 

The largest of French Polynesia's 118 islands, Tahiti is also known 

as "the Queen of the Pacific". Its capital city, Papeete, is the 

perfect place to begin your South Pacific sojourn. 

Afternoon embarkation on the m/s Paul Gauguin, your home for 

the next 11 nights. Sail through French Polynesia's Society Islands 

and explore the Cook Islands. This voyage offers multiple days 

on some of the South Pacific's most desirable islands, and the 

opportunity to experience each port to the fullest, at your own 

pace or enhanced by a wealth of à-la-carte excursions. 

In the evening, join your hosts Kai Gleusteen & Catherine 

Ordronneau for a welcome drink and introduction to your South 

Pacific Concert Series. Dinner on board. (D) 

Day 2 / Sun, Jan 14:  HUAHINE 

Full day in the laid-back, secluded island of Huahine, where many 

treasures are hidden among the lush rainforest and dramatic 

terrain. Discover some of the best-preserved archeological sites in 

French Polynesia or the lagoon's underwater treasures. (B,L,D)  

Day 3 / Mon, Jan 15:  AT SEA

During this full day at sea, Les Gauguins and Les Gauguines are 

at the ready to share their Polynesian culture, with Tahitian dance 

lessons and hands-on traditional craft demonstrations. You might 

also want to take in a lecture by one of PG Cruises' special guests, 

take part in a cooking lesson with the executive chef, unwind 

poolside or treat yourself to a visit to the Deep Nature Spa. (B,L,D) 

Day 4 / Tue, Jan 16:  AITUTAKI, COOK ISLANDS 

A wealth of cultural tradition, Aitutaki's inhabitants keep their 

history alive through song, dance, legends and crafts. Why not 

take the easy hike to the highest peak on the island, Maunga Pu, 

where you will be rewarded with 360-degree views? Or join an 

optional excursion to One Foot Island in Aitutaki's stunning blue 

lagoon. (B,L,D) 

Day 5 / Wed, Jan 17:  RAROTONGA, COOK ISLANDS

Rarotonga is the hub of the Cook Islands, yet remains totally 

unspoiled. Enjoy a guided tour with the famous Pa, visit the 

cultural village or rent a scooter for a drive around the whole 

island. (B,L,D) 

Day 6 / Thu, Jan 18:  AT SEA

Enjoy another full day at sea. (B,L,D) 

Day 7 / Fri, Jan 19:  BORA BORA 

Indulge in two full days on Bora Bora, a volcano set on one of  

the most beautiful lagoons in the world, populated with myriad 

fish and multi-coloured corals. Explore its lush peaks, wander 

white-sand beaches lined with coconut trees and marvel at the 

iconic views of Mount Otemanu. (B,L,D)

Day 8 / Sat, Jan 20:  BORA BORA

For your second day on Bora Bora, choose from a wide range of 

water-based or land excursions, or spend your time relaxing on 

Paul Gauguin Cruises' private beach. (B,L,D) 

Day 9 / Sun, Jan 21:  TAHA'A

Morning arrival in Taha'a, a tranquil island known for its numerous 

vanilla farms. Choose between a variety of optional shore 

excursions, or spend the day on Motu Mahana, Paul Gauguin 

Cruises’ own private islet featuring Polynesian hospitality, a 

Kayaking, Bora Bora Aitutaki, Cook Islands



delicious feast, swimming, snorkelling, kayaking, or simply 

lounging on the beach. Les Gauguines will also share musical 

entertainment and Polynesian crafts. (B,L,D) 

Day 10 / Mon, Jan 22:  MOOREA

Enjoy two days in beautiful Moorea. Said to be the inspiration  

for James A. Michener’s novel South Pacific, as well as the  

Rogers & Hammerstein’s musical tribute, Moorea hypnotizes  

with multi-hued lagoons, lush landscapes, mountain peaks, quaint 

villages and pineapples, which are said to be the most delicious in 

all of French Polynesia. (B,L,D) 

Day 11 / Tue, Jan 23:  MOOREA

Second day on "the Magical Island" of Moorea, where a variety of 

optional excursions are on offer, including island tours, bike tours, 

snorkelling, diving, scenic flights and more. 

In the evening, join Kai Gleusteen, Catherine Ordronneau and 

fellow cruise passengers for a farewell cocktail party on board. 

(B,L,D) 

Day 12 / Wed, Jan 24:  DISEMBARKATION IN PAPEETE, TAHITI

Disembark in Papeete after breakfast. (B) 

• 11-night “Society Islands & Cook Islands” cruise on the 
m/s Paul Gauguin incl. port charges ($220)

• Concerts, lectures and special events as per itinerary

• Meals as per itinerary (B=Breakfast, L=Lunch, D=Dinner) 

• Drinks on board the ship, incl. select wines, beers, spirits 
and soft drinks

• On board gratuities for room stewards, dining and  
bar staff 

• On board entertainment incl. Les Gauguines, a troupe of 
Polynesian hosts/performers, and presentations by local 
naturalists and special guests

• A state-of-the-arts retractable watersports marina  
featuring kayaking and paddle boarding 

• Snorkel gear for use throughout the cruise

• International airfare Canada – Papeete return

• Airport transfers on arrival and departure in Papeete

• Accommodation in Papeete prior to/after the cruise

• Travel insurance (please contact our office for a quote) 

• Excursions during the cruise  
(can be booked individually ahead of time or on board) 

• Gratuities for drivers and guides of excursions 

• Items of a personal nature 

The best flight connections are non-stop from Los  
Angeles and Seattle to Papeete. Flights arrive in Papeete 
mid-morning and STI strongly recommends arriving at least 
a day prior to the start of the cruise. 

Pre- and post-cruise accommodation at the InterConti-
nental Tahiti can be booked through STI (see next page for 
details). For those staying at the hotel, a get-together with 
your hosts Kai and Catherine Ordronneau will be arranged 
on the evening of Friday, January 12. 

Disembarkation will be after breakfast, and most flights 
depart Papeete in the late evening. It is highly advisable to 
book a day room at the InterContinental Tahiti. 

Please contact our office for a quote and flight suggestions. 
You may also purchase your own flights (book on points 
etc.) and meet the group in Papeete. 

Bora Bora

INCLUDED

NOT INCLUDED

AIR & HOTEL RECOMMENDATION 

– CLASSICAL MUSIC –

During the cruise, violinist Kai Gleusteen and pianist  
Catherine Ordronneau will give two recitals on board the m/s 
Paul Gauguin, to which you will have front-row seats. As hosts  
for our special program, Kai and Catherine will share special  
times with the group. They will also host two special cocktail 
events on board, including one exclusively for the group. 



COSTS in USD per person, based on double occupancy*

Cabin type See PG Cruises’ website for full cabin descriptions  
and deck plans 

(cost varies 
per cabin)

Cat. OS Owner’s Suites – various large sizes with large veranda $16,970

Cat. GS Grand Suites – approx. 330 sq. ft plus 200 sq. ft veranda $16,320

Cat. A Veranda Suite – approx. 295 sq. ft plus 50 sq. ft veranda $12,250

Cat. B Veranda Stateroom – approx. 250 sq. ft plus 50 sq. ft veranda $9,960

Cat. C Balcony Stateroom – approx. 200 sq. ft plus 40 sq. ft balcony $7,850

Cat. D Balcony Stateroom – approx. 200 sq. ft plus 40 sq. ft balcony $7,520

Cat. E Window Stateroom – approx. 200 sq. ft with picture window $5,510

Cat. F Porthole Stateroom – approx. 200 sq. ft with two portholes $5,240

*** SPECIAL OFFER ***

Single supplement available upon reqeuest (capacity controlled; subject to availability)

INTERCONTINENTAL TAHITI RESORT & SPA

With a lavish garden setting surrounded by clear, cerulean seas, the volcanic peaks of Moorea rising up in the distance, two superb 
freshwater infinity pools, a luxury spa and a wide range of water sports, the InterContinental Tahiti Resort is the quintessential French 
Polynesian getaway. The resort features a jogging track, fitness centre and tennis courts, and offers numerous optional excursions  
(off-road tours of the island in a 4x4, hiking, helicopter tours, dolphin cruises, deep sea fishing) as well as cultural demonstrations. 

DINING: Dine on freshly caught seafood at Le Lotus overwater gourmet restaurant, or head to Te Tiare restaurant for an authentic  
Tahitian experience. Enjoy the sunset from the Lobby Bar terrace, and sip signature cocktails at the lively Tiki Bar. 

ACCOMMODATION: All rooms feature a flat-screen TV, direct-dial telephone, Internet, safe, refrigerator, tea/coffee making facilities,  
hair dryer, iron & ironing board and maid service daily. 

Superior Ocean View Rooms are 372 sq. ft. including a private balcony with seating for two. They were renovated and refurbished in 
2015 in a fresh Polynesian style and feature wide sliding glass doors, allowing in plenty of natural light. 

Lagoon Overwater Bungalows are 543 sq. ft. including sun deck. Located near the Lotus infinity pool, they offer direct lagoon access 
and amazing views of the nearby picturesque island of Moorea. 

Le Lotus pool and swim-up bar,  
InterContinental Tahiti Superior room, InterContinental Tahiti

Le Lotus gourmet restaurant,  
InterContinental Tahiti

Motu Mahana

Jeep excursion, Bora Bora 

*Rates listed include port charges and PG Cruises’ discount for Canadian residents; for non-Canadian  
residents, an additional $250-$840 per person applies (depending on cabin category). 



RESERVATION FORM
CLASSICAL SOUTH PACIFIC January 13-24, 2024

Please complete this form and return it to us with your 25% deposit and travel insurance payment for each traveller. 
Travel insurance is optional but recommended. Please write name(s) exactly as listed in passport (e.g.: William, not ‘Bill’). 

TRAVELLER #1 TRAVELLER #2
(if different address/payment 
method than Traveller #1, please 
fill out a separate booking form)

Title (Mr / Mrs / Ms etc.) 

First name

Middle name(s)

Last name

Date of birth (dd/mmm/yyyy)

City + country of birth

Passport #

Passport expiry (dd/mmm/yyyy) 

Passport issuing country

Preferred first name (for name tag)

Dietary restrictions

ADDRESS

Street: 

City:        Province/State: 

Postal code:       Country: 

Cell #:        Home #: 

Email: 

TRAVEL PREFERENCES

Cabin category:     OS   GS    A   B    C   D   E   F 

Accommodation:    Single*   Double    Twin     Sharing with: 
*Please contact us if you would like to be paired up with another traveller and we will do our best to assist. 
If we are unable to arrange a twin-share, you will be accommodated in a single room and invoiced accordingly. 

EMERGENCY CONTACT

Next of kin’s name:      Next of kin’s phone #: 

TRAVEL INSURANCE

  I/we would like to receive a travel insurance quote.    I/we have arranged my/our own travel insurance. 

PAYMENT

  Please make cheques payable to:   SPECIAL TRAVEL INTERNATIONAL

  Send an e-transfer to:     sti@sticanada.com

  Visa / MasterCard / American Express   Name on card:  

Card #:       Expiry date:    Amount to be charged:  USD 

I/we acknowledge that I/we have read and agree to the terms and conditions outlined in the brochure. 

SIGNATURE:   DATE: 



RESERVATIONS AND PAYMENT:
25% of the per person fare due to PG Cruises at time of booking
Balance due to PG Cruises by October 5, 2023
Cruise documents will be sent to you approximately 14 days prior to your 
trip departure, provided full payment has been received. 

TOUR PRICES:
All prices are based on rates effective at the time of printing and are 
expected to be in effect at the time of departure. PG Cruises reserves the 
right to change these prices for exchange rate and other fluctuations at 
its discretion. Cruise fare is guaranteed when the payment of deposit 
is received; the only exception is an event causing significant change in 
company operating costs, such as a major change in world conditions 
or a sharp increase in fuel, oil prices or other circumstances beyond the 
control of PG Cruises. 

CANCELLATION AND REFUNDS:
Notice of cancellation must be made in writing. The effective cancellation 
date is the date when written notification is received by Special Travel  
International (hereafter called STI). The following scale of charges will 
apply when cancellation is received prior to departure: 
Within 10 days of booking No fee
Until July 9, 2023    USD 250 per person
July 10 to Oct 7, 2023    25% of full fare per person
From Oct 8, 2023    100% of full fare per person
NB: different payment/cancellation policies apply to airline tickets;  
you will be advised at time of booking. 

TRAVEL INSURANCE:
Special Travel International strongly recommends that each tour  
participant has health, cancellation, interruption, accident and baggage 
insurance for the duration of his/her travel. 

RESPONSIBILTY AND LIABILITY:
STI acts only as an agent in securing all services related to the tours 
described in this brochure, including transportation, sightseeing and 
accommodation. STI shall not be responsible or liable for any loss, cost, 
damage, injury, delay or expense arising from the use of any conveyance, 
accommodation or service or from acts of God, strikes, weather,  
quarantine, accidents, sickness, government regulations, insufficient 
documents and any loss expense resulting from the above contingencies 
shall be borne by the tour member. In the event it becomes necessary or 
advisable for the comfort of the passenger, or for any reason whatsoever, 
to alter the itinerary or arrangements, such alterations may be made 
without penalty to the operators. Additional expense, if any, shall be 
borne by the passenger. The right is reserved to withdraw any or all tours 
should conditions warrant, and also to decline to accept or retain any 
passenger as a member of the tour. In such instances, full or equitable 
amounts will be refunded.

TRAVEL DOCUMENTS, VISAS AND VACCINES:
It is entirely the passenger’s responsibility to possess whatever  
documents, visas and vaccines are required by the law of the countries 
visited on the cruise. 

AIRLINE RESPONSIBILITY:
Any air carrier providing transportation in connection with these tours is 
not to be held responsible for any act, omission or event during the time 
the passenger is not on board its planes or conveyances. The passenger 
contract in use by the airlines concerned, when issued, shall constitute 
the sole contract between the airline and the purchase of these tours 
and/or passenger. Similar responsibility as noted applies to all types of 
carriers, including car rental companies.

FACTS YOU SHOULD KNOW

SPECIAL TRAVEL INTERNATIONAL
4603 Main Street, Vancouver, BC  V5V 3R6, Canada
Tel: 604-291-1332 or 1800-665-0998 Fax: 604-291-1378
Email: sti@sticanada.com  website: www.sticanada.com

BC Reg #23625

PG Cruises’ private beach, Bora Bora


