
KEUKENHOF – UTRECHT – ACHTERVELD – NIJMEGEN – ARNHEM 
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Beaches & Bunkers
GOLF & MILITARY HISTORY TOUR OF HOLLAND & ITALY
May 2 – 16, 2020 (15 days)

SPECIAL TRAVEL INTERNATIONAL
4603 Main Street Vancouver, BC V5V 3R6 Canada
tel: (604) 291-1332 or 1(800) 665-0998 Fax: (604) 291-1378
e-mail: sti@sticanada.com website: www.sticanada.com
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A WORD FROM SPECIAL TRAVEL
Dear Travelers,

We have arranged military history tours to Italy, Holland and 
Normandy since 1995. And on a personal level I have arranged golf 
tours for groups to great places from Costa Rica to South Africa.

When the idea of 
combining these two 
rather different interest 
fields was brought to 
us by Robb Lucy and 
Karen Storwick, it did 
not take much to get us 
excited about being part 
of this project.

What a great 
opportunity, to create 
this unique journey, 
combining a journey 
into the history of 
our Canadian Forces 
with the wonderful 

experience of playing some of the fabulous golf courses of Holland 
and Italy.

The 75th Anniversary of the Liberation of Holland will 
be honoured in rare style and we’ll have chance to take 
part in these deeply felt commemorative celebrations.   
We have the great privilege of walking the same ground which felt 
the final steps of so many young men. While we can make that 
journey for pure enjoyment, we cannot but be deeply affected by 
their sacrifice and all the history that has gone before.

Our historian will enrich our appreciation of all the significant 
sites we visit, and our golf tour is in great 
hands with The Glencoe Golf and Country 
Club’s Head Teaching Professional Ryan 
Anderson. Congenial expertise, incredible 
scenic and historic locations, and like-
minded travelers with whom to share the 
whole experience... it will be unforgettable.

For those who want to make the most of 
their time overseas, we will happily arrange 
for you to extend your stay in the Eternal 
City. Cosmopolitan, venerable, and full of 
ancient wonders and breathtaking artistry, 
Rome has something to offer everyone 
each time you visit.

We look forward to having you join us!

Gery Valtiner, Program Director
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KAREN STORWICK: MILITARY HISTORIAN
Inspired by the death of her great-uncle in Italy during the Second 
World War, Karen Storwick has become passionate about the 
preservation of Canadian Military History, honouring Canadian 
veterans and raising awareness of their dedication and sacrifice.

As a freelance historian, 
project manager and outreach 
director, she works both as 
a volunteer and on contract 
with the Military Museums 
in Calgary and the Princess 
Patricia’s Canadian Light 
Infantry Regiment. She is 
the Founder and Director of 
the Mural of Honour at the 
Military Museums and through 
the Mural teaches students 
and community groups about 
Canadian history and the 
importance of Remembrance.

As well as her work at the 
Museum, Karen belongs to a group of historians, both Canadian and 
European, working toward the common goal of commemorating 
unmarked battlefields in Europe with plaques and monuments. 
As a volunteer, she assists in the coordination of annual Veterans' 
Pilgrimages and Commemorative Ceremonies in Italy and NW 
Europe, Since 2006 she has traveled with over 70 veterans and their 
families on these pilgrimages, coordinated 6 plaques and monuments 
honouring Canadians in Italy and partnered in the unveiling of five 
others with her Italian colleagues.

As an extension of the work she does in Italy, Karen has developed an 
educational study program and tour itinerary for athletic teams and 
school children to honour the personal stories of soldiers buried in 
Villanova and study the battlefields of the Italian Campaign.

In a continuing effort to preserve the experiences and memories 
of veterans, Karen has an ongoing Oral History project, having 
completed over 300 oral histories of Second World War, Korean War 
and Afghanistan War veterans.

In 2012 Karen was awarded the 
Veterans Affairs Commendation 
Medal for her work in the 
development of the Mural of 
Honour and the preservation of 
Canadian history in Italy. In 2017 
Karen was awarded the Meritorious 
Service Medal for her work to 
honour veterans of Canada.

When not occupied with Military 
History, Karen immerses herself in 
her other passions; her family, her 
dogs, golf and music.

RYAN ANDERSON: GOLF PRO
Ryan Anderson is the Head Teaching Professional 
of The Glencoe Golf & Country Club. Ryan is 
devoted to sharing his passion for the game with 
everyone. He loves helping players learn the game 
and bestowing upon his 
students golfing ability 
that exceeds their goals 
and desires. Ryan is 
committed to continual 
education and has 
attended many seminars 
and lessons with some 
of the best instructors 
in golf, with the goal 
of honing his teaching 
skills to provide the best 
possible instruction. 
Currently he is one 
of the Top 50 US Kids 
Instructors, and the PGA 
of Alberta Teacher of the 
Year for 2016, 2017 and 2018. He has been twice honoured with the 
PGA of Alberta Junior Leader of the Year Award and has additionally 
been  a PGA of Canada finalist for Teacher and Junior Leader of the Year.  
He is also a certified AimPoint Instructor, a method that specializes in 
green reading using your feet. 

In his career as a golfer, Ryan has competed in the World Junior 
Championships, won tournaments, and participated at a national 
level as a Junior, Amateur and Professional. As a coach, Ryan has 
successfully coached the University Of Calgary Golf Team for six 
years, garnering four Mens and two Ladies provincial titles along the 
way. Over the course of his career he has coached over 20 juniors 
to university scholarships. Ryan brings a wealth of knowledge and 
experience and is eager to help make the Beaches and Bunkers trip 
to Holland and Italy a richer experience.
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Day 1 Saturday, May 2

CANADA – AMSTERDAM
We depart Canada for Amsterdam.

Day 2 Sunday, May 3

ARRIVE AMSTERDAM – HOLLAND
After arrival we visit Keukenhof Gardens. Marvel 
at the splendour of the Spring blossom and 
stretch your legs after the flight. This afternoon we 
proceed to our hotel in Central Holland, around 
Utrecht and enjoy dinner. (D)

Day 3 Monday, May 4

CENTRAL HOLLAND
We have our first golf game and in the afternoon 
visit Achterveld to join the locals in their 
commemoration festivities. (B,D)

GAME 1: GOLFCLUB DE HOGE KLEIJ

Leusden, Utrecht, Netherlands

Day 4 Tuesday, May 5 

CENTRAL HOLLAND
Today being Liberation Day, we will participate 
in the commemorative celebrations. The Dutch 
come out in force to pay tribute to returning 
veterans, reconfirming the special ties that 
connect Holland and Canada. (B,D)

Day 5 Wednesday, May 6

CENTRAL HOLLAND
We begin the day with our second game and then 
continue on with visits to more of the significant 
sites in this region. (B,D)

GAME 2: UTRECHTSE GOLF CLUB DE PAN
Utrecht, Netherlands

Day 6 Thursday, May 7

HOLLAND – AMSTERDAM – FLORENCE
Visit Nijmegen, Arnhem, site of the John Frost 
Bridge of ‘A Bridge Too Far’, and Groesbeek 
Cemetery before heading towards the coast and 
our evening flight to Florence. Upon arrival we 

transfer to our hotel and check in. (B, no dinner 
at hotel tonight)

Day 7 Friday, May 8

FLORENCE
We start the day in the best way possible, with 
golf at a beautiful course in historic grounds. 
Then we will visit Florence, exploring the historic 
centre around the Duomo, Baptistry, Palazzo 
Signoria, and the boutiques along the iconic 
Ponte Vecchio. (B,D)

GAME 3: UNA POGGIO DEI MEDICI
Sparperia, Florence, Italy
Once game reserve of the Medici in the 
Tuscan Hills, this course in the heart of the 
Mugello valley offers spectacular natural 
surroundings and biodiversity.

Day 8 Saturday, May 9

FLORENCE
After our game today we will visit Tuscany’s 
famous Chianti region to enjoy some wine tasting 
and dinner. (B,D)

GAME 4: CIRCULO GOLF DELL’UGOLINO
Impruneta, Florence, Italy

Day 9 Sunday, May 10

FLORENCE – ASSISI – ORTONA
We depart for Ortona today, stopping en route 
in the hilltop village of Assisi, home of several 
saints and monastic orders, first amongst them 
the Franciscan. We’ll visit the Basilica, which  is 
endowed with art by some of the greatest medieval 
artists. Then we’ll take some time for lunch before 
proceeding to the Adriatic Coast, where we can 
visit some of the sites around Ortona. (B,D)

Day 10 Monday, May 11

ORTONA – CASSINO
This morning we’ll visit more of the sites in and 
around Ortona, then in the afternoon we’ll drive 

BEACHES & BUNKERS HOLLAND & ITALY
Golf & the history of the Liberation of Holland & the Italian Campaign

KEUKENHOF – UTRECHT – ACHTERVELD – NIJMEGEN – ARNHEM 
GROESBEEK – FLORENCE – CHIANTI – ASSISI – ORTONA – CASSINO  
ANZIO – TIVOLI – FRASCATI – CASTELGANDOLFO – ROME

May 2 – 16, 2020 (15 days)
Accompanied 

by a Military 

Historian
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to Cassino. Ortona houses a Peace Museum, the 
Church of San Tomaso, which houses the bones of 
St. Thomas the Apostle, and the Church of Santa 
Maria di Constantinopoli where the Seaforths 
famously contrived to hold Christmas dinner 
in 1943. There are a number of significant war 
cemeteries in the region, including Moro River, 
Ancona and Gradara. (B,D)

Day 11 Tuesday, May 12

CASSINO
The historic abbey of Monte Cassino overlooking 
the Liri Valley was captured by Allies in a 
Polish-led initiative May 17-18, 1944. Cassino 
Commonwealth War Cemetery is the largest 
Commonwealth cemetery in Italy. We’ll spend 
the day visiting sites and memorials in the area 
of the Hitler and Gustav Lines, Melfa River where 
Major Jack Mahony of the Westminster Regiment 
was awarded the Victoria Cross, the Gari and Liri 
Valleys, the Canadian memorial in Pontecorvo or 
the Kingsmill monument which commemorates 
the Breaking of the Gustav Line by Canadian 
tanks in May, 1944. (B,D)

Day 12 Wednesday, May 13

CASSINO – ANZIO – FRASCATI/ROME
We depart Cassino, following the Allied advance 
toward Rome and stop in Anzio, landing area for 
the mainland Italy invasion. We end our day in 
the Alban hills south of Rome in Frascati, known 
for its white wine and noble villas. (B,D)

Day 13 Thursday, May 14

FRASCATI/ROME
After our golf game today we drive to Tivoli and 
visit the Villa d’Este with its fabled water gardens. 
We’ll stay to enjoy dinner in the area before 
returning to Frascati for the night. (B,D)

GAME 5: AQUASANTA GOLF CLUB
Rome, Italy

Day 14 Friday, May 15

FRASCATI/ROME
We play the final game of our tour this morning. 
This afternoon we’ll visit Castelgandolfo, the 
scenic hill town overlooking Lake Albano which 
is home to the papal summer residence. The 
famous gardens in which the palaces sit were 
once the site of Emperor Domitian’s villa. (B,D)

GAME 6: CASTELGANDOLFO GOLF CLUB
Castelgandolfo, Italy

Day 15 Saturday, May 16

FRASCATI/ROME – CANADA
Transfer to the airport for the trip home or extend 
your stay in Rome. (B)

INCLUDED
 ■ Air fare Canada – Amsterdam – Florence; 

Rome – Canada.
 ■ 6 game golf package.
 ■ Private bus and guide throughout.
 ■ Accommodation in superior tourist-class 

hotels based on double occupancy.
 ■ Breakfast (B) and Dinner (D) every day 

except 1 dinner when flying to Florence.
 ■ Sightseeing and entrance fees per itinerary.
 ■ Porterage & local taxes and service charges.
 ■ Tips driver and guide.

NOT INCLUDED
 ■ Lunches.
 ■ Insurance.
 ■ Departure Taxes (vary by departure gateway).
 ■ Drinks and items of a personal nature.

COST per person based on double occupancy

15-Day Tour including Golf in Canadian Funds
Includes carts.  
(Club rental package for 6 rounds TBA.)

from Calgary $6740
please contact us for rates from  
other departure gateways

Single Supplement +$1090

Land-Only Rate* $5840

*if you want to make your own 
flight arrangements

Without Golf Package -$ 900

Please Note: the Golf Courses proposed 
are yet to be finalized. Some adjustment 
to the schedule may also be necessary to 
accommodate commemoration ceremonies.

GOLF: The Beaches & Bunkers Championship 
will be played over 6 Rounds. A combination 
of individual, team and fun skill prizes will 
be awarded after each round. Games will be 
organized to offer friendly competition for all 
abilities. All golfers of any level are welcome.
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RESERVATION FORM
o BEACHES & BUNKERS: HOLLAND & ITALY May 2 - 16, 2020 (15 days)
o INCLUDING GOLF PACKAGE FOR _______ PARTICIPANTS

Please fill out this form in full and mail it with your deposit of $800 and the travel insurance payment for each traveller.  
Insurance is optional but strongly recommended. Please write names exactly as listed in passport (e.g.: William, not “Bill”).

TRAVELLER #1 TRAVELLER #2
Mr/Mrs/Ms First Name Mr/Mrs/Ms First Name

Middle Name(s) Middle Name(s)

Last Name Last Name

Date of Birth: dd/mm/yy Date of Birth: dd/mm/yy

City of Birth: City of Birth:

Country of Birth: Country of Birth:

Passport #: Passport #:

Passport Expiry Date: Passport Expiry Date:

Passport Issuing Country: Passport Issuing Country:

Preferred First Name (for name tag): Preferred First Name (for name tag):

ADDRESS

Street:

City: Province/State:

Postal Code: Country:

Cell No.: Home No.:

Email:

Accommodation:  Single  Double  Sharing With:

Seating Preference on Aircraft:  Aisle  Window

Special Dietary Meal Request: (where available)

Regiment with which you are associated (optional):   

Next of Kin (in case of emergency): Ph:

TRAVEL INSURANCE (to be purchased at time of deposit)
 All-Inclusive              Trip Cancellation             Declined Amount of premium (please contact office) $________________

PAYMENT
deposit + insurance premium $_______________

 Please make cheques payable to: SPECIAL TRAVEL INTERNATIONAL 
4603 Main Street, Vancouver, BC  V5V 3R6 Canada
phone: (604) 291-1332      or     1 (800) 665-0998 BC Reg # 23625

 Visa/Mastercard *A 2% service fee applies to payments made by credit card
Card No._________________________________________________  Expiry date_____________  

Name on card______________________________________________  Amount to be charged $_______________
I acknowledge that I have read and agree to the terms and conditions outlined in the brochure.

Signature: Date:



FACTS YOU SHOULD KNOW
RESERVATIONS AND PAYMENT:
A deposit of $800 per person is required at the time of 
reservation on this Special Travel International (hereafter called 
STI) tour. A second payment of $800 per person is then due 
by October 1, 2019. The final payment is due by February 28, 
2020. Travel documents will be sent to you approximately 14 
days prior to your trip departure, provided full payment has 
been received.

TOUR PRICES:
All tour prices for land arrangements are based on rates effective 
at the time of printing and are expected to be in effect at the time 
of departure. Should these rates change, it may be necessary 
to surcharge the price of your vacation. Should the tour price 
increase by more than 10%, the passenger shall have the right 
to cancel within seven days of notification without penalty.

CANCELLATION AND REFUNDS:
Notice of cancellation must be made in writing. The effective 
cancellation date is the date when written notification is 
received by STI. The deposit of $800 is non-refundable. The 
following scale of charges will apply when cancellation is 
received prior to departure:

 until October 1, 2019 deposit of $800

 October 2, 2019 – February 28, 2020 $1600

 After February 28, 2020 100%

P.S.: Different payment/cancellation policies apply to airline 
tickets; you will be advised at time of booking

RESPONSIBILITY AND LIABILITY:
STI acts only as an agent in securing all services related to 
the tours described in this brochure, including transportation, 
sightseeing and accommodation. STI shall not be responsible or 
liable for any loss, cost, damage, injury, delay or expense arising 
from the use of any conveyance, accommodation or service 
or from acts of God, strikes, weather, quarantine, accidents, 
sickness, government regulations, insufficient documents 
and any loss/expense resulting from the above contingencies 
shall be borne by the tour member. In the event it becomes 
necessary or advisable for the comfort of the passenger, or for 
any reason whatsoever, to alter the itinerary or arrangements, 
such alterations may be made without penalty to the operators.
Additional expense, if any, shall be borne by the passenger.  
The right is reserved to withdraw any or all tours should 
conditions warrant, and also to decline to accept or retain any 
passenger as a member of the tour. In such instances, full or 
equitable amounts will be refunded.

INSURANCE:
STI recommends that each tour participant has health, 
cancellation, interruption, accident and baggage insurance for 
the duration of his/her travel (in situations where insurance is 
not included in the tour price).

TRAVEL DOCUMENTS:
It is entirely the passenger’s responsibility to possess whatever 
documents and visas required by the law of the countries visited 
on the tour.

AIRLINE RESPONSIBILITY:
Any airliner carrier providing transportation in connection with 
these tours is not to be held responsible for any act, omission or 
event during the time the passenger is not on board its planes 
or conveyances. The passenger contract in use by the airlines 
concerned, when issued, shall constitute the sole contract 
between the airline and the purchase of these tours and/or 
passenger. Similar responsibility as noted applies to all types of 
carriers, including car rental companies.

INSURANCE
Following are the main areas of coverage with Allianz Global 
Assistance. Please carefully read the brochure you will receive 
after booking for full details. For insurance purposes the key 
point is that you are in GOOD health. 
Please note that PRE-EXISTING CONDITIONS are not covered.
Please contact us if you have any questions or would like 
further information. 

THE ALL-INCLUSIVE PACKAGE consists of:
• Cancellation & Interruption
• Emergency Medical ($5 Million limit)
• Flight Accident
• Travel Accident
• Baggage & Personal Effects

Please Note: Travellers need to have current Provincial Health 
Plan coverage in order to qualify for the ALL-INCLUSIVE 
insurance package.

OPTION 1: THE ALL-INCLUSIVE PACKAGE

AGES:

0-60 61-65 66-70 71-76 77 +

Tour $271 $341 $418 $483 $971

in 
single 
room

$311 $392 $481 $553 $1,111

If you wish you may also choose the Cancellation & Interruption 
insurance alone; this plan is suitable if you have sufficient 
medical coverage already and these rates apply to any trip length.

OPTION 2: CANCELLATION + INTERRUPTION

AGES:

0-59 60-64 65-69 70-74 75-79 80 +

Tour $250 $289.50 $326 $372.50 $495 $592.50 

in 
single 
room

$286 $334.50 $380 $435.50 $567 $673.50 

The above premiums are guidelines. The exact premium will 
depend on the cabin category chosen, whether you are 
traveling as a single, and the final airfare cost. At time of 
booking we will provide the applicable premium for your 
situation. 
• Note: Insurance rates are valid at time of printing and are 

subject to change. 
• Premiums are quoted per person, in Canadian funds, and subject 

to Provincial Sales Tax: 8% Ontario, 9% Quebec, 7% Manitoba

SPECIAL TRAVEL INTERNATIONAL
4603 Main Street Vancouver, BC V5V 3R6 Canada
tel: (604) 291-1332 or 1(800) 665-0998 Fax: (604) 291-1378
e-mail: sti@sticanada.com website: www.sticanada.com

BC Reg #23625
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