
A GERMAN PASSION
Berlin - Dresden - Bayreuth - Nuremberg - Romantic Road - 

Munich - Bavarian Castles - Oberammergau
September 13-25, 2020 (13 days)

Highlights: 

• Explore Germany’s most magnificent cities, from progressive Berlin, which has emerged triumphantly 
from its turbulent history as one of Europe’s most exciting cities, to heritage-filled Munich and its  
historic architecture, beer halls and Bavarian charm. 

• Discover the “quintessentially German” scenery and culture of the Romantic Road. From the Franconia 
wine country to the foothills of the Bavarian Alps, drive alongside beautiful vineyards and rolling hills. 
Explore the medieval walled towns of Rothenburg ob der Tauber, Dinkelsbühl and Nördlingen, as well 
as King Ludwig’s fairytale castles of Hohenschwangau, Neuschwanstein and Linderhof. 

• Attend the once-a-decade performance of the world-renowned Passion Play (Passionsspiele),  
produced and performed by residents of the Bavarian village of Oberammergau since 1634. 
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ITINERARY

built to the composer’s specifications on a hill outside the town 
and dedicated solely to the performance of his stage works. Visit 
the newly reopened Margravial Opera House, a UNESCO-listed 
masterpiece of baroque theatre architecture. 
Afternoon at leisure, followed by a special private concert given by 
your hosts, Marcel & Elizabeth Bergmann. (B,D)

Day 7 / Sat, Sep 19 / BAYREUTH – BAMBERG – NUREMBERG 
Drive to picturesque Bamberg, known for its medieval and baroque 
architecture. On a walking tour of the town, see the cathedral and 
the 13th-century Bamberg Horseman, the impressive Old Court 
which once served as the bishop’s residence, and the Old Town Hall 
built on the River Regnitz. 
After some time for lunch, continue to the magnificent medieval 
city of Nuremberg. See the ruins of Zeppelin Fields, the Nazi parade 
grounds of the 1930s, and the Palace of Justice – venerable vestige 
of the Nuremberg Trials. Walk from the imperial castle grounds, 
past the Albrecht Dürer House and on to the Main Market Square of 
the Old Town, dominated by the impressive Frauenkirche. (B,D) 

Day 8 / Sun, Sep 20 / NUREMBERG – ROMANTIC ROAD – MUNICH AREA 
Today travel along the Romantic Road, a scenic drive through 
Bavaria that leads you from the Franconia wine country to the 
foothills of the German Alps. Visit Rothenburg ob der Tauber and 
its well-preserved 14th-century medieval centre that seems totally 
untouched by the passage of time. Continue to the lovely walled 
towns of Dinkelsbühl, Nördlingen as well as Donauwörth. Late 
afternoon arrival in the Munich area. (B,D)

Day 9 / Mon, Sep 21 / MUNICH 
Embark on a tour of Munich, the Bavarian capital, thriving centre of 
culture and innovation. Explore Marienplatz, home to the New Town 
Hall and its Glockenspiel, the Old Town Hall, St. Peter’s Church and 
the world-famous Hofbräuhaus beer hall, originally built in 1589 by 
Bavarian Duke Maximilian I. Visit the Alte Pinakothek, one of the 
world’s finest collection of Old Masters. (B) 

Day 1 / Sun, Sep 13 / DEPART CANADA
Depart for Germany. 

Day 2 / Mon, Sep 14 / ARRIVE BERLIN
After arrival in Berlin, transfer to your hotel. Free time to relax 
before dinner. (D) 

Day 3 / Tue, Sep 15 / BERLIN 
Start your exploration of the German capital on a city tour of 
Berlin. See the remains of the Berlin Wall, Checkpoint Charlie, the 
Brandenburg Gate, Reichstag Building, Potsdam Square and some 
of the great quarters of former East Berlin. 
This afternoon enjoy a cruise on the Spree River before heading to 
Museum Island to visit the renowned Pergamon Museum, which 
houses original-sized, reconstructed monumental buildings such as 
the Pergamon Altar and the Market Gate of Miletus. (B,D) 

Day 4 / Wed, Sep 16 / BERLIN 
Drive to the nearby garden city of Potsdam, the former Prussian 
royal seat. Visit Friedrich the Great’s 18th-century rococo 
masterpiece Sanssouci Palace. Afternoon return to Berlin. (B)

Day 5 / Thu, Sep 17 / BERLIN – DRESDEN – BAYREUTH 
Head to Dresden for a tour of its historic centre. The capital of 
Saxony in World War II, Dresden was the site of some extensive 
and controversial Allied bombing which destroyed 90% of the city 
centre and claimed the lives of approximately 25,000. Its great 
architectural, artistic and musical heritage make it one of the most 
appealing destinations in Germany. See the Semper Opera, Zwinger 
Palace and the fully reconstructed Frauenkirche.
After lunch, continue your journey to Bayreuth, Bavaria. (B,D)

Day 6 / Fri, Sep 18 / BAYREUTH 
Former home of composer Richard Wagner, Bayreuth features a 
wealth of impressive baroque and rococo architecture. Embark 
on a half-day tour of the city, including Wagner’s Festspielhaus, 
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Day 10 / Tue, Sep 22 / MUNICH 
This morning, visit Nymphenburg Palace, built as a summer 
residence for the royal court of Munich. Its lavish garden is laid out 
in grand English style and accented with water features, including a 
large lake, a cascade and a canal. 
Celebrate all things Bavarian at the world’s largest fair – 
Oktoberfest. A tradition since 1810, expect a whirlwind of singing, 
dancing, costumes, traditional brass bands and beer. (B,D)

Day 11 / Wed, Sep 23 / MUNICH AREA – FÜSSEN – OBERAMMERGAU 
Depart for Füssen, at the foothills of the Alps, for a full day tour of 
eccentric King Ludwig’s fairytale castles. Visit Hohenschwangau 
Castle, where the king spent his childhood. Admire the view of 
the famous castle of Neuschwanstein, which he dedicated to the 
composer Richard Wagner, a close friend for many years. The castle 
was later an inspiration for the Disneyland Sleeping Beauty Castle. 
This afternoon visit Linderhof Palace and Park, King Ludwig’s 
favourite palace, originated as a hunting lodge. Late afternoon 
arrival in the Oberammergau area. (B,D)

Day 12 / Thu, Sep 24 / OBERAMMERGAU 
Morning at leisure in Oberammergau. 
After lunch, take seats in the theatre to attend the performance 
of the 42nd Passion Play. The history of the Passion Play at 
Oberammergau goes back to the year 1634, when the quaint alpine 
village of Oberammergau was threatened by the deadly Black 
Plague that scourged Europe, killing two-thirds of the population 
of Germany. The people of Oberammergau vowed that if the 
village could be spared, a re-enactment of the life and suffering 
of Christ would be performed. The village was miraculously saved 
from the ravages of the Black Death. Since that date, the play has 
been performed every ten years. Performers are local villagers; 
often, roles are handed down from generation to generation within 
families. Dinner is included during a three-hour break. (B,D)

Day 13 / Fri, Sep 25 / OBERAMMERGAU – MUNICH – CANADA 
Transfer to Munich International Airport for your flight(s) home. (B) 

TOUR COSTS in CAD
Per person, twin-share $4,990
Single supplement   $1,090
(twin-share only in Oberammergau) 

AIR OPTIONS in CAD
Approximate flight costs from major Canadian gateways:  
$1,400-$1,500 incl. taxes 

INCLUDED
• 11 nights in comfortable superior tourist class hotels  
• Meals as per itinerary  

(B=Breakfast, L=Lunch, D=Dinner)
• Private coach transportation throughout 
• Oberammergau Passion Play ticket 
• Comprehensive sightseeing incl. local guides and 

admission fees as per itinerary 
• Gratuities for drivers, guides and meals 

NOT INCLUDED
• Return airfare Canada – Germany 
• Travel insurance  

(please contact our office for a quote)
• Airport transfers 
• Baggage handling 
• Meals not mentioned in itinerary 
• Drinks with meals 
• Items of a personal nature 
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RESERVATION FORM
A GERMAN PASSION September 13-25, 2020

Please fill out this form in full and mail it with your deposit of $800.00 and travel insurance payment for each traveller. 
Travel insurance is optional but recommended. Please write name(s) exactly as listed in passport (e.g.: William, not ‘Bill’). 

TRAVELLER #1 TRAVELLER #2

Mr/Mrs/Ms  First name Mr/Mrs/Ms  First name

Middle name(s) Middle name(s)

Last name Last name

Date of birth:  dd/mmm/yyyy Date of birth:  dd/mmm/yyyy

City + country of birth:  City + country of birth: 

Passport #: Passport #: 

Passport expiry date:  dd/mmm/yyyy Passport expiry date:  dd/mmm/yyyy

Passport issuing country: Passport issuing country: 

Preferred first name (for name tag): Preferred first name (for name tag): 

ADDRESS

Street: 

City:  Province/State: 

Postal code:  Country: 

Cell #:  Home #: 

Email: 

Accommodation:    Single    Double    Twin     Sharing with: 

Seating preference on aircraft:     Aisle     Window

Special dietary meal request:  (where available)

Next of kin (in case of emergency):      Phone #: 

TRAVEL INSURANCE (to be purchased at time of deposit)

  All Inclusive     Trip Cancellation    Declined

Amount of premium (see next page): $ ..................

PAYMENT

  Please make cheques payable to:  SPECIAL TRAVEL INTERNATIONAL
4603 Main Street
Vancouver, BC  V5V 3R6  Canada
Tel: 604-291-1332 or 1800-665-0998

  Visa / MasterCard / American Express (a 2% service fee applies to payments made by credit card)

Card #: 

Expiry date: 

Name on card: 

Amount to be charged:  $ ..................

I acknowledge that I have read and agree to the terms and conditions outlined in the brochure. 

SIGNATURE:   Date: 



RESERVATIONS AND PAYMENT:
$800 pp deposit due at time of booking
2nd installment of $1,200 pp due by March 13, 2020
Balance due by June 13, 2020
Travel documents will be sent to you approximately 14 days prior 
to your trip departure, provided full payment has been received. 

TOUR PRICES:
All tour prices for land arrangements are based on rates effective 
at the time of printing and are expected to be in effect at the time 
of departure. Should these rates change, it may be necessary 
to surcharge the price of your vacation. Should the tour price 
increase by more than 10%, the passenger shall have the right to 
cancel within seven days of notification without penalty. 

CANCELLATION AND REFUNDS:
Notice of cancellation must be made in writing. The effective 
cancellation date is the date when written notification is received 
by Special Travel International (hereafter called STI). The deposit of 
$800 is non-refundable. The following scale of charges will apply 
when cancellation is received prior to departure: 
Until Mar 12, 2020 $800
Mar 13 – June 12, 2020 $2,000
June 13 – July 12, 2020 75%
From July 13, 2020 100%
NB: different payment/cancellation policy applies to airline tickets; 
you will be advised at time of booking. 

TRAVEL INSURANCE:
STI strongly recommends that each tour participant has health, 
cancellation, interruption, accident and baggage insurance for the 
duration of his/her travel.

RESPONSIBILTY AND LIABILITY:
STI acts only as an agent in securing all services related to the 
tours described in this brochure, including transportation,  
sightseeing and accommodation. STI shall not be responsible or 
liable for any loss, cost, damage, injury, delay or expense arising 
from the use of any conveyance, accommodation or service or 
from acts of God, strikes, weather, quarantine, accidents, sickness, 
government regulations, insufficient documents and any loss 
expense resulting from the above contingencies shall be borne by 
the tour member. In the event it becomes necessary or advisable 
for the comfort of the passenger, or for any reason whatsoever, 
to alter the itinerary or arrangements, such alterations may be 
made without penalty to the operators. Additional expense, if any, 
shall be borne by the passenger. The right is reserved to withdraw 
any or all tours should conditions warrant, and also to decline to 
accept or retain any passenger as a member of the tour. In such 
instances, full or equitable amounts will be refunded.

TRAVEL DOCUMENTS:
It is entirely the passenger’s responsibility to possess whatever 
documents and visas are required by the law of the countries 
visited on the tour. 

AIRLINE RESPONSIBILITY:
Any air carrier providing transportation in connection with these 
tours is not to be held responsible for any act, omission or event 
during the time the passenger is not on board its planes or  
conveyances. The passenger contract in use by the airlines  
concerned, when issued, shall constitute the sole contract  
between the airline and the purchase of these tours and/or 
passenger. Similar responsibility as noted applies to all types of 
carriers, including car rental companies.

FACTS YOU SHOULD KNOW

Elizabeth and Marcel Bergmann are truly a team – husband 
and wife, and also partners in Canada’s leading four hand 
piano ensemble, the Bergmann Piano Duo. Their repertoire is 
an eclectic mix of classical and contemporary pieces including 
Marcel’s own compositions and arrangements. 

A native of Munich, Germany, Marcel moved to Hannover to 
study piano. This is where he met Elizabeth, originally from 
Medicine Hat, Alberta. 

Their recitals have taken them to many parts of the world, 
including the U.S., France, Germany, Greece, Italy, the 
Netherlands, Spain, Portugal and China. At home in Canada, 
Marcel and Elizabeth are Artistic Directors of the immensely 
successful White Rock Concerts. 

TOUR HOSTS: ELIZABETH & MARCEL BERGMANN
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